2002 A-LEAGUE PLAYOFF STRUCTURE

4 DIVISIONS

Twelve (12) teams in the A-League will qualify for post-season play to be conducted in a Conference-based format.  Six (6) teams in each Conference advance to the A-League Playoffs.  The composition of the six teams will be the top two (2) teams in each division, plus the next best two (based on regular season points) from the Conference regardless of Division.  The two Divisional Champions will receive a “bye” into the Conference Semi-Finals (Conference #1 seed will be Divisional Champion with most regular season points).  The remaining four teams will seeded #3-#6 based upon regular season points.  There will NOT be reseeding after any round.  All playoff rounds will be two-legged aggregate score series with the exception of the A-League Championship, which will be a single match pitting the two Conference Champions played with the host determined on a bid basis.  
Commissioner has “override” authority for playoff games, giving the league office the power to set general guidelines on dates and times of playoff matches, as well as final ruling if teams cannot agree on site/date/time within those guidelines.
A-LEAGUE PLAYOFFS

ROUND 1: – two-legged aggregate score series

Matches to be played between Wednesday, September 4 – Sunday, September 8

Higher seed has the option of choosing to host first or second match, as well as the specific date/time

Lower seed may subsequently choose date/time for their home match with the provision that the games are separated by at least 36 hours

* If the team cannot host or find another acceptable venue in the same market within their window of dates, they forfeit the rights to their home match

EASTERN CONFERENCE

#6 seed
vs
#3 seed

#5 seed
vs
#4 seed

#1 & #2 seeds receive “byes” into Conference Semi-Finals

WESTERN CONFERENCE

#6 seed
vs
#3 seed

#5 seed
vs
#4 seed

#1 & #2 seeds receive “byes” into Conference Semi-Finals

Winner of series will be determined by the following criteria (in order):

1) Aggregate score (after the second ninety-minute match)

2) 2x15-minute “golden goal” overtime periods will be played

3) FIFA penalty kicks

CONFERENCE SEMI-FINALS – two-legged aggregate score series

Matches to be played between Wednesday, September 11 – Sunday, September 15

Higher seed has the option of choosing to host first or second match, as well as the specific date/time

Lower seed may subsequently choose date/time for their home match with the provision that the games are separated by at least 36 hours

* If the team cannot host or find another acceptable venue in the same market within their window of dates, they forfeit the rights to their home match

EASTERN CONFERENCE

Winner of #6 seed vs #3 seed

vs
#2 seed 


Winner of #5 seed vs #4 seed

vs
#1 seed
WESTERN CONFERENCE

Winner of #6 seed vs #3 seed

vs 
#2 seed

Winner of #5 seed vs #4 seed

vs
#1 seed
Winner of series will be determined by the following criteria (in order):

1) Aggregate score (after the second ninety-minute match)

2) 2x15-minute “golden goal” overtime periods will be played

3) FIFA penalty kicks

NOTE: Overtime will NOT be played to determine a winner after the first match, and will only be played after the second 90-minute match if the aggregate score is tied.

CONFERENCE FINALS – two-legged aggregate score series

Matches to be played between Wednesday, September 18 – Sunday, September 22

Higher seed has the option of choosing to host first or second match, as well as the specific date/time

Lower seed may subsequently choose date/time for their home match with the provision that the games are separated by at least 36 hours

* If the team cannot host or find another acceptable venue in the same market within their window of dates, they forfeit the rights to their home match

Winners of Conference Semi-Finals

Winner of series will be determined by the following criteria (in order):

1) Aggregate score (after the second ninety-minute match)

2) 2x15-minute “golden goal” overtime periods will be played

3) FIFA penalty kicks
NOTE: Overtime will NOT be played to determine a winner after the first match, and will only be played after the second 90-minute match if the aggregate score is tied.

A-LEAGUE CHAMPIONSHIP – one match to be played weekend of September 27-29

Western Conference Champion vs. Eastern Conference Champion

If tied after regulation, two 15-minute “golden goal” overtime periods will be played.  If match remains tied after overtime, FIFA penalty kicks will determine winner.

* USL reserves the right to play the match one week later if deemed necessary by the date of the US Open Cup Final, or if otherwise in the best interest of the league and the participating teams.

A-League Championship is property of USL. Financial arrangements will be communicated to both teams in advance of Championship.  A-League Commissioner has the sole right to select the host site based upon factors such as stadium and field considerations, television arrangements, fan attendance, media coverage, hotel, transportation, etc.  

